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* THE JUNIOR MOTTO 


Be ye doers of 
the Word, and not 


_ hearers only. 
James 1:22a 


WISDOM 


{ OUR VERSE FOR THE YEAR 


NS 


The fear ot the Lord, 
_ that is wisdom, 
And to depart from evil 


is understanding, 


0b 28:28 A | 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 


You will find this book quite different from the one you used 
Examine last year. Under the title of every lesson is printed the reference 
Your Book for the memory text. This is to be learned from the Bible, and 
the best way to learn it is suggested with one of the lessons. Put 
a mark in your Bible at the place where the verse is found, and read it over once 
or twice every day at the time when you do your Bible reading. Your Bible 
readings are called “A Daily Message from the Word for You,” and that is exactly 
what they are intended to be. They are not connected with the story of the 
lesson, but are words which your heavenly Father wishes to say to you, to help 
you to be “doers of the Word.” These should be carefully read, and the right 
time to do any one of the readings is, of course, on the day for which it is given. 
The lesson story is divided into parts, but the whole story should be read at one 
time if possible, Any notes that you may find with the lessons are added to help 
you to understand the lesson better. Do not neglect them. The questions are 
given to enable you to test your knowledge of the story you have read. The 
blank pages forming a notebook are for your own record of deeds of the men 
about whom you study. The pictures and maps are furnished because they will 
help you to get a clearer idea of the stories, and of the country in which the events 
happened. They will also make your book more attractive. On page 16 you will 
find a quotation which is entitled “My Desire.” Read it carefully line by line 
and see how many of the wishes given there you can truly make your own. 


“First plan your work, then work your plan.” No work that 
Plan Your amounts to anything will ever be done unless a plan is made for 
Work doing it. If you simply say to yourself, “I will do the work on my 
; lesson some time during the week,” and then drift along through the 
days with only this general resolve, the chances are that Sunday will find you still 
eee we But if you determine to do the daily reading at a certain time each 
ay, and to read the lesson story and do-the other work early in the week, while 
nae may sometimes fail to carry out your plan fully, you will accomplish a great 
eal more than you Possibly could without a definite aim. 


Copyright, 1911, 1917, by Josephine L. Baldwin 
Printed in the United States of America 
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Here is a plan which may be a help to you in outlining one for yourself. First, 
beginning with Sunday, at some time after the Sunday school session, whilé the 
story of the day is fresh in your mind, find, read, and mark the place of the mem- 
ory text of next Sunday’s lesson. Read the new lesson story. If you find any 
words in it that you do not understand, look them up in the dictionary, or write 
them down to ask some one about. It will help in the understanding of the story 
if you will read also the notes concerning places and people which are given with 
some of the lessons. On Monday, after reading your Bible message for that day, 
read over the memory text carefully, then read one of the test questions on the 
lesson story and see if you can answer it. If you cannot, read over the part of the 
story to which the question refers, and do not leave it until you have found the 
answer. On the other days of the school week follow the same plan. It will take 
only a very few moments each day, if you do each day’s work faithfully and punc- 
tually as it comes; but if you get behind with it you will find, just as you would 
with any other work, that it is hard to catch up. On Saturday, or any other day 
of the week when you have a little more time than usual, in addition to the read- 
ing, jot down on paper your outline of deeds for your Notebook. If you are satisfied 
with it, paste the picture in your book and then write the outline, using pen and 
ink. If you are in doubt about what the outline ought to be, write on paper what 
you have thought of saying and on Sunday take it to your teacher. 

As to the time in the day when this work may best be done you must decide 
that question for yourself. But if possible do it in the morning, getting up a few 
minutes earlier, if necessary, in order to get it in. If you leave it until night you 
will be tired and sleepy, and will be much more likely not to do it very well, or 
even to neglect it-altogether. Plan to have a convenient and safe place in which 
to keep your Work Book, your Bible, a pad, a pencil, some paste, a pair of scis- 
sors, and pen and ink. You cannot work without tools, and it is a waste of time 
to have to hunt for the tools when you want them. 


After you have decided upon a plan of work, be your own 


- Work task-master and make yourself work the plan. If you do this faith- 


Your Plan fully you will be surprised to find how soon it will become almost 
easier to do the work at the right time and in the right way than 
it would be to leave it out of the day’s duties. ‘‘Whatever is worth doing at all, 
is worth doing well,” and surely there can be nothing so well worth doing as the 
study which helps you to know how your heavenly Father wants you to live 


KINGDOM STORIES 


LESSON 1 
SAUL CHOSEN KING 


Memory Texts. Proverbs 3:5, 6. Copy these verses from the Bible and read. them 
over carefully at least twice every day this week 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. The King of kings. 
9:6, 7. : 
Tuesday. Trust him. Psalm 37: 5. 
Wednesday. Seek hiskingdom. Mat- 
thew 6:33. 
Thursday. Lovehim. Matthew 22:37. 
Friday. Glorify him. 1 Corinthians 
10:31. 
Saturday. Praise him. Psalm 31:19. 
Sunday. Pray tohim. Mark 14:38. 


Isaiah 


THE LESSON STORY 

Samuel was the last of the Judges of 
Isracl. The people grew tired of being 
governed in that way and asked that 
they might have a change. 

The people of Israel ask for a. king. 
1 Samuel 8: 1-10. 

Saul, the first king of Israel, is 
crowned. 1 Samuel 10: 17-27. 


PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE STORY 
Beer-sheba. This town was on the 
southern border of the land of Judah. 
It is mentioned many times in the early 
- stories of the Bible. We are told that 
God spoke there to Hagar when her 
boy Ishmael was nearly dying of thirst 
(Genesis 21:14-20). There Abraham 
planted a sacred tree and called on 
the name of the Lord (Genesis 21:33). 
There Isaac heard God speaking to him 


in a vision (Genesis 26:24), and Jacob 
on his way to Egypt also heard there a 
promise of care and guidance (Genesis 
46:1-4). It was to this place that 
Samuel sent his sons to act as judges 
for the southern part of the country. 

Ramah. The place where Samuel 
was born and which was his home 
during all of his later life. 

Gibeah. The birthplace of Saul. 

Mizpah. The place where Saul was 
crowned. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE STORY 


What reason did the people of Israel 
give for wishing to have a king? 

How did Samuel feel about it when 
the people asked for a king? 

To whom did Samuel go with his 
trouble? ¢ 

What answer was given to his prayer? 

How was the king chosen? 

Describe the new king. — 

How did Saul treat the people who 
would not honor him as their king? 


THE MEETING OF SAMUEL AND SAUL 

Between the two parts of the lesson 
story as you have read it, there is a 
very interesting account of the way in 
which Samuel and Saul first met. Saul 
lived with his father, Kish, at Gibeah, 
and helped in the work of tilling the 


a 
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land and caring for the flocks and 
herds. One day Kish discovered that 
a herd of asses, the most valuable of 
all his animals, had strayed away, and 
he asked Saul to take a servant and 
go to find them. They searched with- 
out success for three days; then Saul 
said, “Let us go back home, or my 
father will fear that somcthing has 
happened to us.” But the servant 
said: “In a city which is near here 
there is amanof God. Let us go and 
see him. Perhaps he can tell us which 
way to go, for he is wise and all that 
he says surely comes to pass.” You 
will find the rest of the story in 1 
Samuel 9:10-27; 10:1. 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

If you will turn to page 12 of this 
book you will find that the next page 
is the beginning of a notebook. In- 
stead of doing the writing on the 
page with each lesson as you have 
done before, you are now to have a 
chance to make your own book and to 
do it in your own way. On the picture 
sheet you will find pictures to illustrate 
the lessons. You are not obliged to 
use the pictures, but when you think 
how much more attractive a book is to 
you when it has pictures in it, J am 
sure you would wish to illustrate your 
work even if the pictures had no value 
except to make the book look well. 
But the best thing about having pic- 
tures is that they help to make the 
story clear, or to make it seem more 


real by showing the very place where 
it happened. Of course the first thing 
to do is to write the title of the lesson 
at the top of the page and put in the 
picture, if you are going to use it. 
You can paste it in the middle of the 
page or at one side, but do not let it 
extend beyond the ruled lines. 

It is not expected that you will write 
the whole story of the lesson. There 
are 16 pages in the notebook for writing 
and 13 lessons to be written about, so 
you see not many lessons can be any 
more than one page long. As you will 
see from the title-page the notebook is 
to be a record of deeds, so in each lesson 
all that you are expected to write is 
the important things that were done. 
If you do this you will be making an 
outline of the lesson. This is not an 
easy thing to do, but third year boys 
and girls are generally strong enough 
to enjoy tackling a hard task and con- 
quering it. Another plan is to write 
under the title the reference for the 
memory texts and answer two or more 
of the questions given with each lesson 
in the Work Book. You can take the 
whole page for this lesson, for the pic- 
ture is a large one and is to be used 
as a frontispiece on page 14. Put the 
map on page 33. Select a colored cray- 
on to use always for Samuel, and an- 
other for Saul. On the map mark 
Ramah with the color that you use for 
Samuel, and the place where Saul was 
born with his color. Number each page 
of your notebook, beginning with 17. 
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LESSON 2 
SAUL WINNING AND LOSING A KINGDOM 


Memory Texts: Proverbs 3:7. Review verses 5, 6. 


Mark this place in your Bible 


so that you can turn to it easily, and read the verses over every day 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
\ FOR YOU 


Monday. The only road to success. 
Joshua 1:8. 
Tuecday. The promise of a guide. 
: Isaiah 30:21. 
Wednesday. Choosing the right. 
Psalm 119: 33. 
Thursday. The time when the choice 
should be made. Lcele- 
siastes 12:1. 
Friday. The consequence of making 
a wrong choice. Isaiah 
59:2a; Galatians 6:7. 


Saturday. The joy of those who 


choose the right road. 
Isaiah 40:31. 
The song of the road. 
Isaiah 35:8-10. 
THE LESSON STORY 
Saul hears the call of duty and be- 
comes arealhero. 1 Samuel 11: 1-13. 
Saul loses his chance to be a truly 
great king through choosing to do his 
own way. 1 Samuel 15: 1-23. 
Mark verse 22 in your Bible. 
SAMUEL AND SAUL 
Samuel was more than a judge for 
the people of Israel, He was what is 
called in the Bible a seer or prophet, 
which means that he was so good and 
true a man that through him God could 
speais to the people.. When Saul be- 


Sunday. 


came king, Samuel hoped and expected 
that the new king would listen to God’s 
voice and be glad to obey his com- 
mands. Samuel was ready and eager 
always to help him with advice and 
counsel, so you can see that if Saul had 
loved God as much as Samuel did, God 
himself would have been the real ruler 
of the people of Israel. But before 
very long the aged prophet found that 
Saul was determined to reign by him- 
self, that is, to have his own way rather 
than God’s way. That made Samuel 
very sorry, because he loved the young 
king and he loved his people.- He 
knew that anyone choosing as Saul was 
choosing would make a failure of his 
life, and that he would lead his people 
in the wrong way. The prophet also 
knew that a self-willed king could 
never build up a strong kingdom, and 
so his message from the Lord was, 
“Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, he hath rejected thee from 
being king over Israel.’? This did not 
mean that the kingdom would be taken 
from Saul at once. It meant that he 
had been given the chance to be a king 
great enough to hold the kingdom, but 
had failed. If Saul had only been wise 
enough not to “lean upon his own 
understanding” how different his story 
would have been. 
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PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE STORY 
Gilead. The name given to the coun- 
try east of the Jordan from the River 


Arnon north to the River Yarmuk. | 


This was the land chosen by the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad when the rest of 
the tribes of Israel settled in Canaan, 
on the other side of the Jordan. 

Jabesh-gilead. One of the cities of 
Gilead. 

Gilgal. The place between the Jor- 
dan and Jericho, which Joshua made 
his headquarters during the Conquest 
of Canaan. There the monument of 
stones taken from the bed of the river 
was sct up. Joshua 4: 19-24. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 
Of what nation was Nahash the king? 


What did he say he would do to the 


people of Jabesh-gilead? 

Why do you suppose he was willing 
to wait seven days before carrying out 
his threat? 

What was Saul doing when he heard 
of the trouble that the people of Jabesh- 
gilead were in? 

How did he summon the men of 
Israel and Judah to rescue their broth- 
ers in Gilead? 

After the victory, what did the sol- 
diers wish to do to the men that had 
refused to have Saul for their king? 

What did Saul say in answer to 
them? 

For what purpose did Saul say that 
the people saved the best of the sheep 
and oxen of the Amalekites? 


What did Samuel say is more 
pleasing to God than sacrifice? 


NOTEBOOK WORK 


You will see that the setting of the 
first part of the lesson story which 
tells of the way in which Saul won his 
kingdom is in two places, Gibeah and 
Jabesh-gilead. You can trace the 
journey to Jabesh-gilead and back in 
Saul’s color on the map. The picture 
of Gibeah should be used in your note- 
book in connection with this part of 
the story. 

When Saul went in pursuit of the 
Amalekites he went south into the wil- 
derness between Canaan and Egypt. 
On his way back he set up a monu- 
ment at Carmel. This, as you see from 
the map, is a town south of Hebron in 
Judea, and has nothing to do with 
Mount Carmel. From there Saul went 
up toward Bethlehem and then down 
over the high mountains of Judah to 
Gilgal in the Jordan valley, and it 
was there that Samuci finally found 
him. In tracing Saul’s journey carry 
the line down to the edge of the map 
toward Egypt. The map does not ex- 
tend far enough on the southwest to 
enable you to show just how far south 
Saul went, but if you begin the line 
for the return journey a little to the 
right of the other, it will be plain that 
you know that Saul did not turn back 
at the place where your map stops. 
Trace the line through Carmel, Hebron, 
Bethlehem, and then down to Gilgal. 
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LESSON 3 
DAVID CALLED TO A KINGDOM 


Memory Text: 1 Samuel 16 : 7c, beginning with ‘Man looketh” 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. Keep thy heart. Proverbs 
4:23, 
Tuesday. Pure. Matthew 5:8. 
Wednesday. Wise. Psalm 90: 12. 
Thursday. Joyful. Psalm 68:3. 
Friday. Trustful. Jeremiah 17:7, 8. 
Saturday. Meek. Psalm 25:9, 10. 
Sunday. Loving. Mark 12:30, 31. 
THE LESSON STORY 
Samuel sent to Bethlehem. 1 Sam- 
uel 16: 1-3. 
_ Seeking for a king. 
4-10. _ 
The king found. 
11-13. 


THE PLACE OF OUR LESSON STORY 

Bethleheme This city has been 
known from the earliest times. When 
Jacob came back to his own land 
after his stay of twenty years in 
Haran, his beloved wife Rachel died 
and was buried near Bethlehem (Gen- 
esis 35:19). As you will see from 
that verse the old name of the place 
was Ephrath. This town of Bethle- 
hem was the home of Ruth and Naomi, 
and Ruth was the great-grandmother 
of David. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
: ; STORY 

‘Why did Samuel mourn. for Saul 
when Saul was living? 


1 Samuel 16: 


1 Samucl 16: 


To what place did God send Samuel? 

How many sons had Jesse? 

What kind of looking man do you 
think Eliab was? 

Why was he not chosen to be the 
king? 

Describe the youngest son of Jesse. 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

The large picture of David before 
Samuel can be put on page 15, op- 
posite the picture of Saul meeting 
Samuel. The picture of Bethlehem is 
taken from the west of the city, look- 
ing across the city over toward the 
mountains of Moab. It was in this 
city that David lived, and up and 
down these hills he tramped many 
times as he led his sheep to pasture 
and brought them back to the fold at 
night. Choose another crayon to use 
in marking the places on the map 
that are connected with the story of 
David. With this color make a mark 
of some kind at the place where 
David was anointed by Samuel. In 
writing the deeds of this story do not 
forget to include what David was 
doing when he was called to meet 
Samuel. Put the relief map on page 
34 ard make a mark on it for Beth- 
lehem in the color you have chosen for 
David. By comparing this with the 
map on page 33 you can easily locate 
Bethlehem correctly. 
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LESSON 4 
DAVID AND GOLIATH 


Memory Text: For those who have not already committed the Shepherd Psalm 
to memory, Psalm 23:1, 2. For those who know the Twenty-third Psalm, Psalm 27: 1 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. Our God has all power. 
1 Chronicles 29: 11. 
Tuesday. He is our Father. Mat- 
thew 6:9. 
Wednesday. Our Shepherd. Psalms 
79:13; 95:6,7; 100: 3-5. 
Thursday. Our Helper. Psalm 50: 
15: 
Friday. Our Friend. John 15: 14; 
Revelation 3: 20. 

Saturday. OurGuide. Psalm4s8: 14. 
Sunday. Our King. Psalm 103: 19- 

! rey 

THE LESSON STORY 

An army in terror of one man. 
{ Samuel 17: 1-11. 

David is sent on an errand to the 
camp. 1 Samuel 17: 17-21. 

David gets the king’s permission to 
fight Goliath. 1 Samuel 17 : 22-37. 

The shepherd lad conquers the giant. 
1 Samuel 17:38-58. 

THE PLACE WHERE DAVID AND 
’ GOLIATH MET 

A little more than twelve miles west 
of Bethlehem lies the valley of Elah. 
It has been cut through the low hills 
that border on the coast plain, by 
the Wady es Sunt. The word Wady 
means brook. This brook is formed by 
two others, one, which is called the 


Wady el Jindy, flows through a nar- 
row valley that runs up through the 
hills almost to Bethlehem. The other 
is the Wady es Sur, which rises in the 
south toward Hebron. In the place 
where these two brooks come together 
there is a plain a quarter of a mile 
broad, with hills on cither side. The 
Philistines were on the southwest, and 
the Israclites on the north of the plain. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 


Who was the champion of the 
Philistines? 

What was his challenge to the 
Israelites? 

How did it happen that David went 
to the camp? 

What did he offer to do? 

How did he prove to the king that 
he might be trusted to fight the 
giant? 

Tell the story of the defeat of 


Goliath. 
NOTEBOOK WORK 


Mark both of the maps with David’s 
color. In writing the outline for this 
lesson do not forget to make a note of 
everything that is told in the seven- 
teenth chapter of the things David 
did. Several things are mentioned _ 
that happened before he went out to 
meet Goliath. 
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LESSON 5 
DAVID LOVED BY JONATHAN AND HATED BY SAUL 


Memory Texts: Psalm 23:3. Review verses I, 2. 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. Hatred and love. 1 John 2: 
9-11. 
Some of the things that 
those who love will do. 
1 Corinthians 13 : 4-7. 
Wednesday. The beauty of the 
right kind of friendship. 
Psalm 133: 1. 
The necessity for being 
careful in the choice of 
friends. Proverbs 22: 24, 
25. 
Friday. The effect of choosing evil 
companions. ~ 1 Corinthians 
15: 33. 
Saturday. Commands that all friends 
should obey. John 13: 34; 
Romans 12: 10. 
Sunday. Something that friends 
should do for one another. 
1 Corinthians 10: 24. 


Tuesday. 


Thursday. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Prince Jonathan becomes David’s 
best friend. 1 Samuel 18: 1-5. 

KXing Saul becomes jealous of David 
and begins to hate him. 1 Samuel 18: 
6-16. 

- Jonathan: tries to mzeke his father 
feel more friendly toward David. 
- I Samuel 19: 1-7. 

David is obliged to flee from Gi- 
beah. 1 Samuel 19: 8-12. 


Or Psalm 27:2. Review verse 1 


THE PLACE OF THE STORY 

The word Gibeah means a hill, and 
it is not always easy to tell when the 
word is used in the Bible whether it. 
refers to a hill or to a city that was 
given that name because it was on a 
hill. Perhaps to make sfire that no. 
mistakes of that kind should be made, 
this city is often called Gibeah of 
Saul. It was the place where Saul 
was born and which he made his 
capital city after he became king. . 


DAVID AND SAUL : 

You have seen how Saul through 
self-will and disobedience lost his. 
chance, and was told by Samuel that 
God had rejected him and chosen 
another, more worthy than he, to be 
the ruler of the people of Isracl. In 
those times, when the army came 
back victorious from a war, the 
women went out to meet the soldiers, 
and as they led the procession back 


- to the city they sang in praise of 


the heroes in the fight. When David 
and Saul and the army marched over 
the hills to Gibeah, the women came 
out to mect them. They praised 
their king, of course, for Saul had 
proved that he was a brave soldier. 
But when they saw the champion 
who had dared to go against the 
giant, the women in their song praised 
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David ten times as much as they did 
Saul. This made Saul’s jealousy and 
anger flame hot against the young 
hero, and he said, “What can he have 
more but the kingdom?” 

Several times Saul tried to kill 
David by hurling a spear at him as 
he played his harp, but each time 
David escaped unhurt. The reason 
why David was willing to go back 
after having been treated in that way 
by the king was that he thought that 
Saul only did such things when he 
was not in his right mind. After a 
while it became plain that his at- 
tempts to murder David were not the 
acts of an insane man, but that he 
was really determined that David 
should die. Then David saw that he 
must flec to save his life. 


DAVID AND JONATHAN 


The friendship of the two young 
men, who loved each other from the 
first time they met, was so beautiful 
that when people wish to show how 
perfect a friendship is they say, 
“Those two are friends like David and 
Jonathan.” Jonathan, as the king’s 
eldest son, was the prince, the one 
who would naturally expect to be- 
come the king when his father died; 
so Jonathan had just as much reason 
to be jealous of David as Saul had. 
But he was so great and noble in 
spirit that there was no room in his 
mind for anything so low and mean 
as envy or jealousy. He loved David 


so much that it was his delight to 
give him the very best of his own 
things, his robe, his sword, his bow, 
and his girdle. It would not matter 
much to friends so true which one 
was the king. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

What song of praise did the women 
sing when the army came back from 
the fight with the Philistines? 

How did Saul feel when he heard 
that song? 

What did Saul try to do to David? 

What do you think it was that 
made Jonathan love David as he did? 

How did he show his love? 

How did the rest of the people feel 
toward David? (1 Samuel 18: 16.) 

Hew did David escape from Saul? 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

The picture showing David’s escape 
is a copy of a painting by a French 
artist named Tissot, who spent ten 
years in Palestine that he might 
study the people of the land and the 
places where the Bible events oc- 
curred. During that time he painted 
hundreds of pictures representing 
scenes in the life of Christ and many 
Old Testament stories as well. Choose 
a color for Jonathan and mark Gibeah 
with the colors for Saul, David, and 
Jonathan on the map on page 33. 
On the relief map make a mark for 
Gibeah with David’s color, locating it 
by looking at the other map. 
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LESSON 6 
DAVID AND SAUL IN THE CAVIE 


Memory Texts: Psalm 23:4. Review verses 1-3. Or Psalm 27:3. Review verses 1, 2 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
: FOR YOU 
Some Bible rules about the 
way we should treat our 
enemies. We should not be 
glad when an enemy is in 
trouble. Proverbs 24:17. 
We should help an enemy 
when he needs help. Proy- 
erbs.25': 211, 22° 
Wednesday. A rule so beautiful that 
it is called “The Golden 
Rule.” = Luke 6:31. 
Read also verses 32-34. 


Monday. 


Tuesday. 


Thursday. We should love our enc- 
mies. Luke 6:35. 
We should pray for those who 


Friday. 
; are unkind to us. Matthew 
5:43, 44. 
Saturday. We must forgive those who 
_wrongus. Matthew 6: 12- 
15. 
Sunday. Our Example and Saviour 
forgave, loved, and prayed 
for those who crucified him. 
Luke 23 : 34. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Saul, marching with his army in 
pursuit of David, goes into a cave 
where David and his men are hiding. 
1Samuel 24: 1-3. 

Saul in the cave is in the power of 
the man ‘whom he is secking to kill. 
1 Samuel 24: 4-7, 


David speaks to Saul and shows the 
piece of his robe, saying, “I have not 
sinned against thee, though thou 
huntest after my life to take it.” 
1 Samuel 24: 8-15. 

Saul repents of his cruclty to David. 
1 Samuel 2-4 :16-22. 

THE PLACE OF THE STORY 

About half way down the western 
shore of the Dead Sea there is a won- 
derful oasis in the dreary, bare wilder- 
ness of rocks and ravines which 


-stretches over all that part of the 


Jand. One who has seen the beauty 
of this place says that a person riding 


“ over the mountains toward the sea 


would travel seven hours without sec- 
ing any spring and three hours with- 
out secing even a bush, or any growing 
plant. Then suddenly he would come 
to the edge of a precipice and, looking 
down four hundred fect; would sce 
what looks like a river of green start- 
ing from the rocks and spreading 
itself out like a fan into a mile of 
gardens by the beach of the Dead 
Sea. If the traveler comes along the 
coast instead of over the mountains 
he journeys through evil sulphur odors 
with the Bitter Sea on one side, the 
cliffs of the desert on the other, and a 
fiery sun overhead. Then he turns a 
corner and seems to be in another 
(Continued on page 35) 
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MY DESIRE 
sit WOULD be true, for there 


Siillas are those who trust me; 


I would be pure, for there 
= 


are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much 
to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is 
much to dare; 
vei would be learning, day by day, the 
lessons 
My heavenly Father gives me in 
his Word: 
| I would be quick to hear his lightest 
whisper, 
And prompt and glad to do the 


things I’ve heard. 
—Howard Arnold Walter. 
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world, for spread out before him is 
the broad fan of green narrowing up 
into the.mountains. Such a scene is 
always beautiful, but no one can un- 
derstand just how lovely it is until he 
has traveled for hours through the 
heat and awfulness of the bare wilder- 
ness where there is no plant life. The 
secret of the verdure of En-gedi is a 
fountain of warm fresh water which 

starts from the rocks in a watcr spout’ 
six feet high and nearly two feet 
broad. This is only one branch of a 
stream which springs from the rocks 
above. In the cliffs above Isn-gedi 
there are many caves, and .one ex- 
plorer speaks of a grotto of vast size 
which he found in the neighborhood. 
You can see how this little: fertile 
valley, with the many caves in the 
cliffs surrounding it, would be just the 
sort of place that David and his men 
would choose for a stronghold. 
TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 

STORY 

How many men did Saul take with 
him when he went to find David? 

How many men did David have in 
his army? (1 Samuel 28 : 13.) 

Where were David and his men 
when Saul went into the cave? 

Why did David spare the life of Saul? 

How did David dare to speak to Saul? 

What did Saul say when he found 
that David had spared his life? 


THE DEATH OF SAMUEL 
The first verse of the chapter fol- 
lowing that of our lesson story tells 


q 


of the death of Samuel. We do not 
know ‘at just what time Samuel fin- 
ished his work upon the earth, but it 
would be well to note his death in 
your notebook at the end of this 
lesson. Samuel was a great man who 
loved his people, and always his mes- 
sage to them was, ‘Serve the Lord 
with your whole heart.” 

Samuel was so upright in his deal- 
ings that when he laid down his 
judgeship he dared to stand before all 
the people and challenge them to tell 


‘him if he had ever defrauded them in 


any way or taken a bribe of any kind 
from them. And they answered, 
“Thou hast not defrauded us, nor op- 
pressed us, neither hast thou taken 
aught from any man.” Josephus, an 
early historian of the Jewish people, 
writing of the death of Samuel and of 
the love of the people for him, says: 

“They buried him in his own city 
of Ramah; and wept for him a very 
great number of days. . 
righteous man, gentle in his nature; 
and on that account he was very dear 
to God.” 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

The picture of Iin-gedi is a copy of 
a photograph of the place as it looks . 
to-day. Mark your map to show that 
what was done at En-gedi was done 
by Saul and David. Keep the relief 
map just for the deeds of David, and 
on it locate for each lesson each place 
that was the scene of something that 
David did. 


.. He was a 
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LESSON 7 
DAVID CHASING THE AMALEKITES 


Memory Texts: Psalm 23:5. Review verses 1-4. Or Psalm27:4. Review verses 1-3 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. The war in which God calls 
us to enlist. 1 Timothy 
6: 12. 

Tuesday. The enemy we have to 

fight. Ephesians 6: 11. 
Wednesday. Our Captain and Leader. 

Matthew 28: 18. 
Thursday. The Christian  soldicr’s 
motto. Philippians 4:13. 
Friday. The Christian soldier’s first 
duty. James 1: 22. 
Saturday. The soldier’s armor. Nphe- 
sians 6: 13-17. 
Sunday. The soldier’s victory. 2 Tim- 
othy 4:7, 8. 

DAVID IN THE PHILISTINE COUNTRY 
Saul did not long reniember the 
promise he made to David at the cave 
of En-gedi, and after a time David 
grew so discouraged trying to hide 
from Saul that he decided to go into 
the land of the Philistines. In 1 Sam- 
uel 27: 1-7 you will find the name of 
the Philistine city in which he first 
lived, the name of the city which the 
king gave to him, and the length of 
time that David stayed there. Achish, 
the king, trusted David so much that 
he made him and his men his body- 
guard. After a while the Philistines 
went out to war against the people of 
Israel, and David started with them; 


but the Philistine soldiers were so 
suspicious of him that the king had 
to send him back. Read the conver- 
sation between Achish and David and 
the result of it in 1 Samuel 29: 6-11. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Going back to his city of Ziklag, . 
David finds no city there. 1 Samuel 
30: 1-6. 

The pursuit. 1 Samuel 30: 7-15. 

The victory. 1 Samuel 30: 16-20. 

The equal division of the spoil. 
1 Samuel 30: 21-25. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

What happened in Ziklag while 
David and his men were away? 

How did David get strength to bear 
his own loss and the anger and re- 
proaches of his men? 

How was it that only four hundred 
of David’s six hundred men went to 
fight the Amalekites? 

How many of the Amalekites es- 
caped? 

Do you think the rule that David 
made about the division of the spoil 
is a just rule? 


NOTEBOOK WORE 
You can trace on both maps David’s 
journcy in pursuit of the Amalekites. 
The picture, as you will see, illustrates 
verses 11-15 of the lesson story. 
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LESSON 8 
THE DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN 


Memory Texts: Psalm 23:6. Review verses 1-5. Or review Psalm 27: 1-4 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 

War multiplies sorrow and 
suffering, and destroys hap- 
piness. Jeremiah 6: 23-25; 

Lamentations 4:4, 9. 
Tuesday. In war promises are broken, 
and life and property de- 
stroyed. Isaiah 33:7-9a; 

Jeremiah 4:19, 20. 
Wednesday. Whenall the people love 
and obey God, justice, 
peace, and safety will 
be found in everv land. 
Isaiah 32: 16-18. 
Thursday. A time coming when,there 
shall be no more war. 
Isaiah 2:4. 
Friday. Good rules for all brothers, 
sisters, and friends. Genesis 
45:24; Psalm 34: 14. 

Saturday. A blessing which all boys 
and girls may claim if they 

will. Matthew 5:9. 
Sunday. Whenever possible let us live 
at peace. Romans 12: 17-21. 


THE LESSON STORY 

After David was sent back from the 
Philistine army, Achish and the other 
leaders went up into the plain of 
Esdraelon. 

Saul’s army is defeated and many 
cities taken. 1 Samuel 31: 1-7. 

The men of Jabesh-gilead show 


Monday. 


their gratitude for what Saul had 
done for them at the beginning of his 
reign. 1 Samuel 31: 8-13. 

News of the death of Saul and 
Jonathan is brought to David. 2 Sam- 
uel 1: 11-16. 

David’s lament over Saul and Jona- 
than. 2 Samuel 1: 17-21. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

How many of Saul’s sons were 
killed on Mount Gilboa? 

Describe the death of Saul and of 
his armor-bearer. 

What did the Philistines do with 
the bodies of Saul anc his sons? 

What heroic thing did the men of 
Jabesh-gilead do? 

What reason had they for wishing 
to honor the memory of Saul? 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

Gideon’s spring, of which you had a 
picture with Lesson 48 of last year, 
is at the foot of Mount Gilboa. In 
our picture for this lesson we see the 
mountain itself. It was on this moun- 
tain that Gideon placed his three 
hundred men. It was here that 
Saul’s army encamped and on this 
mountain the battle was fought. 

Mark the mountain on the map 
with the colors for Saul and Jona- 
than, and the place where David re- 
ceived the news with his color. 
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LESSON 9 
DAVID CAPTURING ZION AND BRINGING UP THE ARK 


Memory Text: Psalm 24:7, 8. Those who are willing to do so learn also verses 9, 10 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 

The reason why the ark of 

the covenant meant the 

very presence of the Lord 
to the people of Israel. 

Exodus 25: 21, 22. 

Our church is to us a Holy 

of Holies, for there we meet 

to worship God and hear 
him speak to us. Psalms 

995; 12273 1. 

Wednesday. Worshiping God in the 
beauty of holiness. 
Psalm 24: 3-8. 

Praising God in his house. 

Psalm 117. 

Thanking God for his good- 

ness. Psalm 100. 

Singing praises for God’s 
loving kindness. Psalms 
59: 16, 17. 
Sunday. The way to honor God in 
the use of his day. Psalm 
118: 24. 
DAVID THE KING OF JUDAH 
After the death of Saul, David left 

Ziklag and went to live in Hebron. 

There the people of Judah came and 

anointed David to be their king. One 

of Saul’s sons, Ish-bosheth, and Abner, 
the captain of Saul’s army, were not 
killed in the battle. As soon as pos- 
sible after the battle Abner proclaimed 


Monday. 


Tuesday. 


Thursday. 


Friday. 


Saturday. 


Ish-bosheth king, and in the name of 

Ish-bosheth made war against David, 

trying to get control of the whole coun- 

try. But we are told that ‘David waxed 

stronger and stronger, and the house 

of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.” 
THE LESSON STORY 

David is crowned king of all the 
tribes of Israel. 2 Samuel 5: 1-3. 

David capturesJerusalem, the strong- 
hold of the Jebusites, and makes it 
his capital city. 2 Samuel 5: 6-12. 

David tries to bring the ark of the 
covenant to Jerusalem. 2 Samuel 6: 
1-11. 

The ark is finally brought into the 
city with great rejoicing. 2 Samuel 
6: 12-15. 

THE WAY IN WHICH THE ARK WAS 
BROUGHT INTO JERUSALEM 

When David took the stronghold 
Zion, he knew that it was not in his 
own strength nor for his own honor 
that the victory had been won. He 
gave God the glory, and he wished 
his Lord to be the real King and 
Owner of the city. That was the 
reason why he was so anxious to 
have the ark of the covenant, which 
was the sign of the presence of God, 
in his capital city. 

The beautiful psalm from which our 
memory text is taken was undoubt- 
edly written by King David to be 
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sung as the ark neared the city and 
passed through the gates. Open your 
Bible at Psalm 24 and read the verses 
as they are referred to below. It is 
thought .that the psalm was used 
something in this way: <As the pro- 
cession mounted the hill toward the 
gate verses 1-6 were sung. The first 
two .verses, which tell of the majesty 
of the Lord who was coming to take 
possession of the city, were sung by 
the full choir, the question of verse 3 
by one voice, and the answer of verses 
4, 5 by another voice, and the re- 


sponse of verse 6 by the full choir. 


As the procession reached the gates of 
the citadel it was halted, and the 
command of verse.7 was given by the 
choir. Then from the tower above 
the gates came the challenge of verse 
Sa, and then the full choir answered 
in the triumphant words of verse 8b. 
This was repeated in the summons, 
the challenge, and the response of 
verses 9, 10. Then the procession 
swept through the gates and up to 
the place where the tent had been 
made ready to receive the ark of the 
covenant. When the ark had been 
put in its place, sacrifices were offered 
and a great feast was held, and the 
people rejoiced together over God’s 
goodness to them. 
TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

What reason did the people of 
Israel give for wishing David to be 
their king? 


Why did the Jebusites think that 
David could not take their city? 

What happened the first time that 
David tried to bring the ark to 
Jerusalem? 

How long was it after that before 
the ark was brought into the city? 


JERUSALEM 

Jerusalem, the city that David took 
from the Jebusites, is called a natural 
fortress. Its walls were built on the 
top of high precipices of rock, for the 
city was surrounded by deep valleys. 
It was this that made the Jebusites so 
sure that David could not take the 
city. You know they laughed at 
David and said that the lame and 
blind of their people would be pro- 
tection enough. But David found a 
drain that led under the walls into 
the city, and through this his soldiers 
were able to go up and surprise the 
Jebusites and capture the city. 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

You will see in the! picture the side 
of Mount Zion. It is one of the four 
hills on which Jerusalem is built. 
Some of the valleys between the hills 
have been filled up with the rubbish 
of four thousand years, during which 
the city has been destroyed many 
times. But you can see how the rocky 
hillsides would make the city a strong- 
hold. On the map trace David’s 
journey from Hebron to Jerusalem, 
and to INiriath-jearim. 
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LESSON 10 
NATHAN’S PARABLE OF THE PET LAMB 


Memory Text: Psalm 51:10. Use this verse every day this week as a part of your prayer 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


We should guard ourselves 
against temptation. Mat- 
thew 26: 41. 
Tuesday. A promise of a way of 
escape from temptation. 
1 Corinthians 10: 13. 
Wednesday. In the time of tempta- 
tion we have a Helper 
who was “in all points 
tempted like as we 
are.” Hebrews 4: 15. 
When we fail, being 
tempted, Jesus is ready 
to help us back to the 
tight way. i John 1:9. 
A prayer for forgiveness. 
Psalm 51: 1-4. 
Saturday. A prayer for cleansing 
fromsin. Psalm 51: 7-10. 
Sunday. Praise to God for forgive- 
ness. Psalm 51: 15-17. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Nathan, a trusted adviser in King 
David’s court and a prophet of the 
Lord, tells the king a story of a pet 
lamb. 2 Samuel 12: 1-4. 

David is angry at the cruelty of the 
rich man and says, “The man that 
hath done this is worthy to dic.” 
2 Samuel 12: 5, 6. 

Nathan tells the king that the story 


Monday. 


Thursday. 


Friday. 


is a parable, and that he himself has 


done something more crucl than the 
act of the rich man who took the poor 
man’s lamb. 2 Samuel 12: 7-13. 
THE REASON WHY THE PARABLE WAS 
TOLD 

King. David’s army, led by his cap- 
tain, Joab, was over on the east of 
the Jordan fighting against the Am- 
monites, but the king himself was in 
Jerusalem. David was rich, he lived 
in a beautiful palace, he had every- 
thing to make him happy that money 
could buy, and, as was the custom 
those days, he had many wives. One 
day when he was walking on his 
housetop he,saw a beautiful woman 
in a garden near by, and wished to 
have her for his wife. When he asked 
who she was he found that she was 
the wife of Uriah, one of his own 
soldiers, who was at that time with 
the army in the country of the Am- 
monites. When David knew that the 
woman he thought so beautiful be- 
longed to some one else, he must have 
heard God’s voice saying, ‘Thou shalt 
not covet,’ but he shut his ears to 
the voice of conscience and sent for 
Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah, to come 
to the palace. She was so very lovely 
that the wish to have her with him 
always grew stronger in David’s heart. 
He let Bath-sheba go to her home be- 
fore her husband came home from 
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the army, but he did not give up the 
determination to have her for his 
wife; for David had turned deliber- 
ately away from God’s law and, like 
Saul, was determined to have his own 

ay. When Uriah came home on a 
short furlough, David gave him a 
letter to take to Joab when he went 
back to the army. The letter was an 
order to Joab to put Uriah in the 
front line of the battle when an attack 
was made so that he would surely be 
killed. This order was carried out and 
Uriah was smitten and died. 

THE KING’S REPENTANCE 

When David heard the story of the 
rich man who had cruelly taken away 
the pet lamb from his poor neighbor, 
he was indignant that such a thing 
should have been done by anyone in 
his kingdom, and his first thought was 
to have the guilty man brought to 
justice. You can think how startled 
he must have been to hear the prophet 
say sternly, “Thou art the man.” 
Then the king saw his own wickedness 
as he had not seen it before, and in 
shame and sorrow he said, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” You see 
the difference between Saul and David 
was that David not only said that he 
was sorry, but he meant it. Saul 
often said he was sorry, but in a few 
weeks or days he would act just as 
wickedly as ever. One who is truly 
sorry not only confesses, but stops 
doing the wrong. 

David’s sin was forgiven, but the 


consequences of his wrongdoing went 

on in his life, bringing trouble and 

sorrow not only to him, but to other 

people as well. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY ‘ 

Tell the story that Nathan told 
about the pet lamb. 

What had David done that made 
him like the rich man in the parable? 

Does God always forgive those who 
are honestly sorry for their wrong- 
doing? 

How does anyone show that he is 
sorry when he has done wrong? (Sce 
Proverbs 28: 13.) 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

The picture illustrating the parable 
is intended to go across the bottom of 
the page, up the left side and across 
the top. In the space that is left you 
can write what you wish to say about 
the parable, and then use the next 
page for the deeds of David, Joab, 
and Nathan. - 

Rabbah, or Rabbath-Amon, is on 
one branch of the Jabbok, and is 
twenty-three miles east of the Jordan. 
It was the chief city of the Ammonites 
and was really two cities. Through 
the lower city the river ran. The 
upper city was the citadel or fortress. 
After the attack in which Uriah was 
killed Joab took the lower city, and 
then sent word to his king to come 
and lead the army in taking the 
citadel so that he might have the 
honor of the capture. This David did, 
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LESSON 11 
ABSALOM THE TRAITOR 
Memory Texts: Job 4:8, beginning with the word “they.” Review Galatians 6:7 


A PMI MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR’ YOU 


Monday. A command which Absa- 
lom disobeyed. Exodus 
20: 12. 

Tuesday. A rule for all sons and 
daughters. Proverbs 6: 
20-22. 


Wednesday. Deceit and falsehood 
will surely be punished. 
Proverbs 19: 5. 

The way of the wicked 

and the path of the just. 

Proverbs 4: 18, 19. 

Friday. What Jesus says about the 

two ways. Matthew 7:13, 14. 
Saturday. A question which Jeane 
asked. How would you 
answer it? Matthew 16: 
26. 
Sunday. A caution and a call for 
every one of us. 1 Corin- 
thians 10:12; 16: 13. 
THE LESSON STORY 
Absalom, by deceit and treachery, 
tries to steal the hearts of the people 


Thursday. 


from the king, his father. 2 Samuel 
15: 1-6. 

David flees from the city. 2 Samuel 
15: 13-15. 


The death of Absalom and the de- 
feat of his army. 2 Samuel 18: 9-16. 

The grief of the king over his son. 
2 Samuel 18: 31-33. 


TO MAKE THE STORY PLAINER 
When Absalom thought he had won - 
the hearts of enough pcople, he asked 
his father if he might go to Hebron, 
saying that he wished to worship 
there and so keep a promise that he 
had made to the Lord. David was 
pleased, thinking that Absalom was 
really trying to do the right things, 
and gladly gave him permission to go. 
When he went he took a great many 
of his friends with him. Some of the 
men knew what his real purpose was, 
but most of them knew nothing about 
it. As soon as he reached Hebron he 
sent messengers all over the country 
to proclaim to the reople, “Absalom 
is king in Hebron.’”’ Then he started 
to march to Jerusalem. 

When David went out from Jeru- 
salem he made a halt before he passed 
over the Brook Kidron, that he might 
review the army of people who had 
chosen to go with him rather than 
stay and join Absalom’s company: 
First in line were David’s six hundred 
brave followers, the faithful men who 
had been with him in his exile. Then 
came a stranger in the city whom 
David tried to persuade to go back, 
but he refused, saying, “As Jehovah 
liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, 
surely in what place my lord the king 
shall be, whether for death or for life, 
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even there also will thy servant be.” 
Presently David saw Zadok and Abia- 
thar carrying the ark of the covenant. 
They thought, of course, the king 
would wish to take the ark with him, 
but David told them to carry it back 
to the city, and to stay there them- 
selves to care for it. He also told 
them that their two sons might act as 
messengers for him, and he said that 
he would stay at the Jordan until he 
heard from them how things were 
going in Jerusalem. 

When Absalom had entered the 
city and taken possession of the pal- 
ace, he called his counselors together 
and asked what they thought it would 
be best to do. One man advised him 
to send twelve thousand men at once 


to overtake David while he was weary . 


and weak-handed. He said all the 
people with David would be fright- 
ened and run away, and it would be 
very easy to kill him and then there 
would be nothing to prevent Absalom 
from being king. This counsel was not 
followed in the end, but the friends 
of David who had stayed in the city 
to act as spies for him sent the two 
messengers in haste to tell David not 
to stay that night on that side of the 
Jordan, but to cross the river and get 
away as quickly as possible. The 
young sons of the priests who went to 
take this message to David had a 
narrow escape, as you will see if you 
read 2 Samuel 17: 15-22. 

You remember how Joab and David 


conquered Nahash, king of the Am- 
monites, by taking Rabbah, his capi- 
tal city. When David crossed the 
Jordan and fled to Mahanaim, a walled 
city in Gilead, Shobi, the son of Na- 
hash, did a very kindly thing for him 
and for his men. This story is told 
in 2 Samuel 17 : 27-29. 

The old Jewish law said that a son 
who was persistently disobedient and 
rebellious should be taken beyond the 
walls of the city and stoned to death. 
It was perhaps in memory of this law 
that Absalom’s body was thrown into 
a pit and stones thrown upon -it. 
Absalom had built a monument for 
himself in the King’s vale, and in the 
olden days every passer-by would throw 
a stone at it to show his hatred of the 
sin of Absalom. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 


Read Proverbs 6:16-19 and see 
how many of the things that are men- 
tioned there Absalom did. 

What reason did David give for 
fleeing from Jerusalem? 

What was the accident that led to — 
the death of Absalom? 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

Use black crayon for Absalom and 
with it trace his journey from Jeru- 
salem to Hebron and back. Trace 
David’s flight to Mahanaim. Mark 
Absalom’s march from Jerusalem over 
the Jordan and into the country near 
Mahanaim, where his life ended. Trace 
David’s journey back to Jerusalem. 
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LESSON 12 
JESUS, SON OF DAVID—CHRISTMAS LESSON 


“ Memory Text: 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. Great David’s greater Son. 
Matthew 1: 1. 
Tuesday. God’s promise to Abraham. 


Genesis 12: 1-3. 

Wednesday. God’s greater promise 

to David. 2 Samuel 7: 
16; Psalm 89:3, 4. 

Something that Paul said 

about the coming of the 

Saviour. Acts 132 21- 

24. 

Friday. The Good Shepherd. Ezekiel 

34:23; Isaiah 40: 11. 

A message given by the 
angel Gabriel to the 
mother of Jesus. Luke 
1:32, 33. 

Sunday. The song of praise that 
Zacharias sang as he 
thought of the coming of 
the Lord. Luke 1:68- 
70. 


Thursday. 


Saturday. 


THE LESSON STORY 


The shepherds in the fields. Luke 
2:8. 

The message of the angel: Luke 
2: 9-12. 

The song of the heavenly HOB 
Luke 2: 13, 14. 

The shepherds finding the child 
Jesus. Luke 2: 15-20. 


Luke 2: 11 
TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 
READINGS AND STORY 

What was God’s promise to Abra- 
ham? 

In what way was the promise to 
David different from that to Abraham? 

What did the angel say about David 
in his message to Mary? 

In what way did Zacharias speak of 
David? 

Tell the story of the first Christmas 
night. 


THE COMING OF THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD 


Beginning with the annunciation the 
angel made to Zacharias in the Holy 
Place of the temple, the light began to 
dawn, for some of the people knew 
then that the long-promised Saviour 
was soon to come. A half year later 
the angel visited Mary of Nazareth, 
and gave her the wondrous message 
which meant that to her God would 
give the honor of caring for the Christ- 
child when he should come. A little 
later, down in the hill country of 
Judea, a baby was born, and his name 
was called John, and his father sang 
with joy, “Yea and thou, child, shalt 
be called the prophet of the Most 
High.” Another half year had gone 
by when some shepherds, watching 
their flocks in the fields near Bethle- 
hem under the starlit sky, saw a light 


shining about them, “and they were 
sore afraid.” But their fear was 
soon changed to joy by the message 
that the angel brought, and they went 
to Bethlehem and became the first 
Christian worshipers in all the world. 
Forty days went by, and then Joseph 
and Mary took the Christ-child to the 
temple to present him to the Lord, 
and there were two who saw in the 
child that day not simply a baby in 
its mother’s arms, but the Light that 
should be a ‘‘revelation to the Gentiles 
and the glory of . . . Israel.” It was 
not long after that before Jerusalem 
was stirred by a question, ‘‘Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews?’ And 
the next day Joseph and Mary were 
fleeing with the child to Egypt be- 
cause a cruel king was seeking to 
destroy him whom the wise men had 
come from the far east to worship. 


A GREAT CHRISTMAS AND MISSIONARY 
HYMN 


Hail, to the Lord’s anointed, 
Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free; 

To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. ‘ 


He comes with succor speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight. 


Arabia’s desert-ranger 
_ To him shall bow the knee; 
The Ethiopian stranger 
His glory come to see; 
Kings shall fall down before him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore him, 
His praise all people sing. 


To him shall prayers unceasing, 
And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end: 

The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever; 
That name to us is Love. 


The hymn was written by James 
Montgomery. <A great many of the 
thoughts in it are taken from the 
Seventy-second Psalm. If you would 
like to do something which is not re- 
quired, but which you would find 
interesting, open your Bible at the 
Seventy-second Psalm and mark every 
line of the hymn which you can see is . 
taken from something in that psalm. 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

Do you not think it would be a 
good plan to make this lesson differ- 
ent from all the others in your note- 
book? Perhaps you can think of 
some way to make the page for the’ 
Christmas Lesson specially beautiful. 
If you can that would be a fine thing 
to do. But if you cannot do that you 
can take special pains with your writ- 
ing and paste the picture in neatly. 
Copy the memory text at the side of 
and under the picture. 
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LESSON 13 
DAVID MAKES SOLOMON KING 


Memory Text: 1 Chronicles 28: 9 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. The King whom all should 
obey. Yeuteronomy 13: 4. 
Tuesday. His righteousness endureth 
for ever. Psalm 111: 3. 
Wednesday. He is gracious and mer- 
ciful. Psalm 145: 8, 9. 
Thursday. He is strong and faithful. 
Psalm 89: 8, 9. 
Friday. Heislove. 1 John 4: 8-10. 
Saturday. He is our Father. 2 Co- 
rinthians 6:17, 18. 
Sunday. We will praise him for ever 
and ever. Ephesians 3: 20. 
21. 
THE LESSON STORY 
Adonijah, the eldest son of David, 
tries to make himself king while his 


* father still lives. 1 Kings 1: 5-10. 


The king, hearing of the conspiracy 
of Adonijah, has Solomon crowned and 
put upon the throne. 1 Kings 1: 32- 
40. 

Adonijah and his guests are dis- 
turbed by the news that a messenger 
brings. 1 Kings 1: 41-49. 

Adonijah’s life is spared by the new 
king. 1 Kings 1: 50-53. 

David’s last charge to his son. 
1 Kings 2: 1-4. 

PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE STORY 

En-rogel. The meaning of the 
name is “spring of the fuller,” that 


is, a place where clothes are washed. 
This is supposed to be what is called 
the Fountain of the Virgin to-day, and 
women still go there to do their wash- 
ing. It is outside of Jerusalem and is 
near enough to Gihon for the people 
at Adonijah’s feast to be able to hear 
the shouting and the sound of the 
trumpets and of the other instruments 
when the people were rejoicing over 
Solomon’s coronation. You remember 
how at the time of Absalom’s rebellion 
David sent two priests back to Jeru- 
salem, and told them that they could 
help him more by staying there than 
they could by going with him. Each 
of the two priests, Zadok and Abia- 
thar, had a son, and David saw that 
it would be a great help to him to 
have two such young men to act as 
messengers. So he asked the priests 
to send him word by them if any- 
thing happened that he ought to 
know. The priests knew that it would 
not be safe for the young men to stay 
in Jerusalem if they were going to act 
as spies, for if they were seen leaving 
the city they would be followed and 
arrested by Absalom’s soldiers. They 
chose En-rogel as the place where the 
messengers should stay, and. the 
priests sent a maid-servant to tell 
them when to go to David and what 
to say to him. You can see how 
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carefully they tried to plan so that 
no suspicion would be aroused, but 
you read how a boy saw them leaving 
En-rogel and going toward Jericho, 
and how, when he told Absalom, serv- 
ants were sent after them. In our 
story to-day Jonathan was in En- 
rogel again as a messenger, but this 
time he was a traitor to David in- 
stead of being his loyal helper- 
Gihon. This was the name both of 
a spring and of the valley in which it 
lay. It is thought that the spring 
was considered sacred, and that that 
is the reason why Solomon was taken 
there to be anointed and crowned. 
ISRAEL’S GREATEST KING 
We have come in this lesson to the 
last of the deeds of David, and so for 
us the story of his life is closed. He 
was a great man, and in many ways a 
very noble man. He did not always 
do right by any means, but he loved 
his heavenly Father, and. was sorry 
when he yielded to temptation and 
did things which he knew were not 
pleasing to God. He was a true friend 
and was beloved by many people. If 
you would like to read the story of 
how David showed his love for his 
friend Jonathan by being kind to 
Jonathan’s lame son, you will find it 
in 2 Samuel 9: 1-13. In chapter 4:4 
the story is told of the way in which 
Mephibosheth was made lame. 
Look over your notebook and read 
the deeds of David as you have 
written them. Then write on the last 


page the answers to these questions: 
What do you think is the most noble 
of all the things that David did? 
What is the best thing that Saul did? 
What do you like best about Samuel? 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

Which of David’s chief men joined 
the conspiracy of Adonijah? 

Which ones remained loyal to 
David? ; 

Who was the messenger that took 
the news of S»xlomon’s coronation to 
Adonijah? 

When had the son of Abiathar 
served as a messenger before? 

What did Adonijah and those with 
him do when they heard Jonathan’s 
message? 

To what place did Adonijah go for 
safety? 

In what way did Solomon say that 
Adonijah might save himself. from 
death? 

What was David’s charge to Solo- 
mon? 

NOTEBOOK WORK 

The events told about in this lesson 
happened in or so near Jerusalem 
that on the map the places would 
seem to be part of the city. The 
picture shows the Valley of Gihon and 
the lower pool, which is probably the 
place where Solomon was crowned. 
Choose a color for Solomon, and with 
it draw a small crown on the map 
near Jerusalem. 
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i - bove Thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by; 
{ While mor- tals sleep, the an- gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love. 
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The hopesand fears of all theyears Are mct in _ thee to- night. 
And prais- es sing to God the King, And peaceto men_ on earth. 
Where meek souls will re-ceive Himstill, The dear Christ en - ters in. 
1) come to us, a- bide with us, OurLord Em- man - u - el! A-men. 
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